The LARS Fox Hunt of Saturday 16 April 2005

Stanley’s e-mail Thursday night reminded me of the FOX HUNT.  Friday began the battery charging.  It seems I was one 12 volt 7 Ah gel-cell short.  The alarm system needed that very size to replace it’s bad battery.  Maybe there will be enough batteries to make a decent Fox Hunt.  The two 8 volt battery assemblies were okay.  The one 8-cell Icom battery pack was missing its case (it’s still not found).  The 440 MHz remote was put together and wouldn’t work.  Seems the radios hadn’t been used in such a long time the controls were dirty.  After some more fiddling it seemed to be okay and the levels were recorded for Saturday’s setup.  Remember this.  All the stuff to take fit into two smaller boxes.  So that’s all that was put in the car.  

Saturday morning was cool and clear and the sun was really bright.  After breakfast at Hardee’s with Stanley KD4ERF we headed out behind Wal-Mart. In a field some distance off Myers-Baker Road the FOX found a wonderful den!  There were areas that needed bush hogging and under one of the little hummocks of dead grass the FOX crept.  The UHF radio and touch-tone controller were all hooked up, with alligator clips to the FOX Controller’s 9-volt battery clip.  The FOX radio was set to 300 mW with a gain rubberduck barely sticking out of the grass.  Testing this resulted in nothing happening!  Uncovering showed the alligator clip had come off. About seven more tries were made before it worked at a distance of 15 feet.  Stanley went one way and I went another, to the old Wal-Mart parking lot.  About 15 or 20 minutes till, the FOX was turned on remotely and then back off, test showing good.  On the dot at 10 AM the uhf link commanded it ON, and NOTHING…..  A few more tries and then back to the field.  Uncovering the FOX yet again showed the alligator clip had come off AGAIN.  Nine-volt battery clip applied directly and back to the parking lot hoping I wasn’t seen.  

I heard nothing on 146.925, but at 10:17, as another radio was turned, 146.61 had Carl K4QKS, Scotty W4EFG, Jim KF4ESA and Britt KB4DZN talking about hearing the Fox.

Still no traffic on the 146.925.  

Timeline:

10:00
FOX commanded ON (didn’t work)

10:10
FOX on the air

10:17
Carl, Scotty and Jim ‘ESA discussing hearing (not hearing) the FOX

10:18
Britt joined the conversation

10:23
Peter KJ4ND drove into parking lot

10:24
Peter went DF’ing and actually pointed toward the FOX

10:36 
Peter heads out to get another reading, to back of Wal-Mart in a corner.

10:38-11:00
Peter is frustrated by the chain link fence between him and field.

10:44
Carl ID’s 146.925

10:57
Carl calls Peter, no answer.  Then Scotty calls Carl, no answer.

11:03
Jim N4ICU left parking lot after seeing Peter finally get over fence.

11:07 
Jim met Stanley, and both watched Peter hunt.

11:09
Peter asked if it was up in a tree, because the signal was everywhere.

11:10
Peter said signal is too strong, went to van to get attenuator.

11:11- 11:59
Peter walked around grown up area and kept pointing to high grass!

11:18:59
Peter hunting in high grass found FOX by stepping on it, oops.

He still couldn’t see the FOX, until the dead grass was lifted up!

GPS located FOX at 37º 06.895N   84º 05.440W   Elevation 1267 feet amsl.

This hunt showed that long chain link fences retransmit a signal and fool a hunter into thinking it’s coming from another direction.  Also, railroad tracks, parked cars and metal buildings all have an affinity for the FOX’s signals.  One other factor is the plastic cases on some of our radios.  If the case is not coated with shielding material then when in the near field of a transmitter the signal goes right through the case bypassing antennas and attenuators.  All of these factors make finding the FOX much less likely.  One last point to be made, alligator clips should not be relied on to maintain a secure connection in an important action.

73 & GOD Bless

Jim, Fox, FOX, grass covered with a cocklebur stuck to the shoelace, N4ICU ………..

